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But   idealism  never  perishes,   and  today  we   are   reaping  the
benefits of which they despaired.

The spirit of individualism, the newness of the country, the
mixture of races and nationalities, the presence of frontiers
into which a fluid population could be kept moving-, and the
not hopeless possibilities of escape from poverty, all contrib-
uted to inhibit the growth of Co-operation in the United States
In later times the strenuous competition among private trades-
men, the allurements through business advertising, and the great
po\\er of monopolies and vested interests have been potent fac-
tors against co-operative development.

Co-operation among the descendants of the Puritan and
Pilgrim settlers of this country may be said to have failed
New England is the bttiial ground of Co-operation To this
day the most backward people in this movement are those of
the oldest American stock,

The new life came with aggregations of immigrant people
from countries which had well established co-operative soci-
eties. The farmers o[ the \\estorn and northern states and
the foreign industrial workers in all parts of the country dur-
ing the past decade have been making moic successful experi-
ments in organi/ation than had ever before been attained
But it has been especially since the year 1916 that the greatest
impetus to the movement has been seen. This has been due
partly to a greater stability of industry, partly to the conspicu-
ousness of profiteering and the obvious evils of the competitive
system, partly to the better education in the fundamentals of
Co-operation which has been promoted, and partly to the cul-
mination of impulses to get together and do the thing which
sooner or later had to be done.

All over the country the movement has developed. Et has
been sporadic No center can be designated as the seat of the
renaissance oE Co-operation. The agricultural people of the
northern states have been among the first in this new era The
Co-operative League of America has knowledge of over 2,000
true consumers' co-operative societies conducting stores. In
some locations the purchasing power of groups of societies has
become so great that they have federated and organized whole-
sale societies.

The Tri-state Co-operative Society is a federation of about
seventy societies, mostly in western Pennsylvania. These so-
cieties are constituted of many nationalities; Poles, Slovaks,